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Recent works in design of small stall regulated wind tur-
bines has indicated the need to provide site-specific small
wind turbines which incorporate innovative design and
new materials of construction leading to better perfor-
mance. In this paper, vertical axis wind turbines are
considered for simplicity and ease of manufacturing for
limited applications in Iran. Blade element momentum
(BEM) theory is employed for aerodynamic design and
analysis of a vertical axis wind turbine. The design algo-
rithm was programmed in MATLAB routines using an
iterative method for calculating axial and swirl induc-
tion factors, u and u’, respectively. NACA4415 aero-
foil is used to provide higher lift to drag ratio and a
double multiple stream tube model is used to properly
model upstream and downstream of wind turbine in bet-
ter agreement with some experimental observations. For
the airfoil section NACA4415, the lift to drag ratio of
130 is obtained at the angle of attack of 13 degrees. A
parabolic fitting function for lift and a cubic fitting func-
tion for drag coefficients are used with respect to angle
of attack. This approach allows better predictions in
high angle of attacks when partial stall may occur over
airfoil surfaces. Studying wind energy potential in four
stations, Bojnord, Esfaraein, Fadashk and Nehbandan
in two provinces of North and South Khorasan in Iran,
the results indicated that Fadashk station has better
wind potential for setting up wind turbine in the stud-
ied provinces. The study was performed based on the

ARN

annual wind speed data obtained from renewable organi-
zation (SUNA) in Iran. Statistical analysis based upon
wind data in Fadashk in the province of south Khorasan
is used for designing a 1.5 kW vertical axis (H-rotor)
wind turbine. Our results for the wind turbine are veri-
fied with an existing wind turbine and are parametrically
studied. Furthermore, economical aspects of installing
wind turbines in Fadashk and re cup from wind energy
are investigated. The economical feasibility of the de-
signed VAWT is finally evaluated to predict annual pro-
duction of electricity that shows 6 cent profit for each
kW h generated power.

Key Words: vertical axis wind turbines, blade element
momentum theory, aerofoil, Khorasan province, wind po-
tential.



